
THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION 
Revelation 17: 1 – 3 

     And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked 
with me, saying unto me, come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the 
great whore [harlot] that sitteth upon many waters (v. 1). With whom the kings 
of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication (v. 2). So, he carried me away 
in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw the women sit upon a scarlet coloured 
beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns (v. 3). 

INTRODUCTION 

     Now as it relates to chapter 16 of the Book of Revelation, we have come to 

understand, that the out pouring of the seventh vial initiates the beginning of the 

destruction of Babylon, who is symbolic of the Roman Empire and the entire evil 

world system. And chapters 17 through 18 provide us with a detailed description 

of the seventh vial judgment and until the judgment is complete, no man shall be 

allowed to enter into the temple (Reader, Revelation 15: 6 – 8). 

    So, as we just heard, until the seventh plagues are finished, no one is able to 

enter into the temple. The time of intercession has certainly past. God’s judgment 

upon the evil system of mankind will now be completed. The angel that 

administered the seven vials, administered the last seven tribulation judgments of 

Christ and the contents of the vials represented the wrath of God. The climax of 

God’s punishment of sinners during the tribulation period is now at hand.  

 v. 1 -  And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and 
talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment 
of the great whore [harlot] that sitteth upon many waters. 

A. The destruction of Babylon mention in (Revelation 16: 17 – 21) is now described 
in greater detail. 



THE SEVEN ANGELS: 

     The seven angel’s links chapters 17 band 18 together with the bowl judgments 

of chapter 16. Whereas, chapter 17 in regard to the demise of the religious system 

called Mystery Babylon the Great (v.5; 14: 8), chapter 18 provide us with the insight 

to the destruction of the military, political, and economic system represented by 

the City of Babylon. And those two systems are run by the false prophet [lamb 

beast] and the Antichrist [leopard beast]. The judgment spoken of describe and 

identifies the target as the final world system. 

THE GREAT WHORE: 

     The great whore symbolizes the Roman Empire with its many gods. Israel was 

warned many years ago by the prophets of God, not to indulge in the worship of 

idol gods, but they did not listen (Reader, Jeremiah 3: 6 – 9; Reader, Ezekiel 16: 15 

– 22, 29 – 30). Though the people of Israel were betrayed as the wife of God in the 

passages of scripture just read into our hearing. They were also portrayed as God’s 

redeemed son (Ex. 4: 21 – 23), in whom he had a right to expect the spiritual 

conduct befitting a son. Unfortunately, because Israel proved to be a wayward son 

God used heathen nations to chastise them, because they rebelled and vex his Holy 

Spirit and he was turned to be their enemy (Isaiah 63: 10). 

     So, God is revealing to John the punishment that shall fall upon the great 

prostitute and every nation, king, and kingdom of people which are deceived by 

the seductiveness of the Great Whore’s, governmental system. It will be a seductive 

system of tolerance just as we are experiencing right now, with the laws on same 

sex marriages and the teaching of false doctrines throughout the country. As 

Christian, it is wise to bear in mind the very words of the Apostle Paul, who said “All 

things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 



me, but all things edify not (1 Corinthians 10: 23).  The word of God says, “Woe 

unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light 

for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5: 20). 

SHE SIT ON MANY WATERS: 

     This pictorial view of the harlot having sovereign power. The harlot in her 

position of power, is seated on a throne, ruling the waters, which symbolize the 

nations of the world. It is believed that the many waters are the multitude of 

nations and people on the earth which have been deceived and led into spiritual 

adultery through worldly religion, and made an alliance with the Antichrist. This 

meant that they were required to worship the Antichrist rather than Christ. 

     False teachers are teachers whose teachings will lead people far from the truth 

about Christ and the judgment of God which happens to be the exact opposite of 

what those sent by God is called to do, whose purpose is to lead all people to Christ 

for salvation. God is not willing that any should parish, but that all should come to 

repentance (2 Peter 3: 9). 

v. 2 - With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication 
(v. 2). 

     The harlot will ally herself with the world’s political leaders to gain its own 

pleasures, prosperity, and advantage. 

THE KINGS COMMITTED FORNICATION: 

     As we can see, spiritual drunkenness will be the means in which the world rulers 

shall fall under the seductive spell of end-time religion. Seduced by commercialism 

the unbelieving world will fall into a materialistic stupor. The kings of this world 

would have committed fornication with the harlot, and the inhabitants of the earth 



will follow suit, because they have both drunk of her fornication and as the king, so 

goes the people in most cases. And we can see that with the people that are 

following President Donald Trump.   

     Now, according to “Simon J. Kistemaker” there is a of the concept of fornication 

used here, which occurs three times in these two verses: 

1. The noun prostitute specifies the women, 

2. The verb to fornication describes the action of the kings of the earth, and 

3. The noun fornication relates to the inhabitants of the earth. 

     And so, the meaning of what John was shown must be understood as spiritual 

fornication and not literal. Israel and Judah were accused often of being spiritually 

defiled through idol prostitution (Ezekiel 23). Even Jesus himself recognized the 

religious leaders and unbeliever of his day as an adulterous generation (Matthew 

12: 39). 

v. 3 - So, he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw the 
women sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having 
seven heads and ten horns. 

     The Holy Spirit transport John into the wilderness (a deserted place, lonely, and 

desolate waste land), maybe to open up his understanding. There are times when 

we can’t truly understand the things of God until when find some quit time with 

him. 

THE SCARLET BEAST: 

     The scarlet beast is either the dragon of (Rev. 12: 3) or the beats from the sea 

described in (Rev, 13: 1). The kings and the inhabitants of the earth have opened 

their arms to her influences. The beast is believed to be the Antichrist and his world 



empire, the first beast of chapter 13. Her sitting upon the beast represents the 

intimate association between the Antichrist and the harlot’s bonding through their 

support, influence, and control of the world. 

TO BE CONTINUED: 
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