
“THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION” 
Revelation 18: 9–20 

Continuation: 

INTRODUCTION 

     Now up to this point in chapter 18 of the Book of Revelation, we have talked 
about God’s judgment of Babylon and how the scripture used multiple figures as it 
relates to different things. The writers believe that chapter 17 speak of one person 
and system, while chapter 18 deals with a totally different individual and city.  

     However, we do know that the judgment at hand is on Babylon the harlot city as 
stated in (Revelation 18: 10). So, it is proper to see Babylon as the wicked religious 
system in chapter (17: 2, 4, 6), and the wicked commercial system here in chapter 
(18: 3, 11–17).  

     So, in the opening 8 verses of chapter 18, we discussed the presence of the 
glorious angel, the fall of Babylon realized, Babylon’s guilt, and the call to flee the 
doomed city. And in the closing verses of this chapter we will consider the morning 
of the kings and merchants, the finality of their judgment, and the reason for the 
fall. 

#1– The Mourning of kings and merchants  

     Vs. 9-10 - And the kings of the earth who have committed fornication and live 
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the 
smoke of her burning. Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying Alas, 
alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour is thy judgment 
come. Now what the next 12 verses of this chapter deals with is three different 
laments from the kings, the merchants, and seaman over the fallen city of Babylon, 
because of their loss of wealth not life. And that shall be followed by a call for 
rejoicing on the part of God’s people and His angels. 

     The kings of verse 9 are not the kings mention is chapter 17: 16, but are the 
various kings which have participated in the Babylonian system. Their laments 
provide us with a picture of utter chaos taking place on the earth at the end of the 



tribulation period. In such times, it shall be much worse than what we experience 
when our cities, towns, and states, are struck by cat 3, 4, or 5 hurricanes.  

     Yes, the kings of the earth and those which are rich and wealthy, that use the 
wicked system to profit from it shall wail and lament over the demise of the wicked 
system in this world that we are living in. In verse 8, it speaks of the destruction of 
the wicked system taking place in one day and here in verse 10, it speaks of it taking 
place in one hour. 

     Therefore, both refer to the sudden and swift judgment that will take place at 
that time (Reader, Ezekiel 27: 33–36). So, the point here is, is that riches can 
become a great curse when seen as the end goal of life (Reader, Matthew 6: 19– 
21; Reader, Luke 12: 27–34). In other words, Jesus encourage us to be good 
stewards over our material blessings and to do good with what we have been bless 
with, to help others when we can.  

V 11–12: And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no 
man buyeth their merchandise any more: The merchandise of gold and silver, and 
precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple silk, and scarlet, and 
thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble. 

V 13–14: And cinnamon and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, 
and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beast, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, 
and slaves, and souls of men. And the fruits that thy soul lusted after and 
departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed 
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.  

          Now from verses 11–1, the merchants, of that time who were directly 
involved in day by day transactions with the wicked harlot system, now mourn over 
the economic collapse of that vast world-wide system with its many commercial 
connections.  

     This list of merchandise that were attractive to those who drunk of her wine of 
fornication included twenty-eight items she used to trap her pray. In the previous 
verses we read about the items of gold and silver in verse 12 and the mentioning 
of slaves and souls of men in verse 13. This reveals that there was no limit to what 



the wicked system did and allowed to be done for the sake of wealth. It began with 
gold and end with human lives [slaves and human trafficking] for the love of money. 

 

V 15–18:  The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand 
afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing. And saying, Alas, alas 
that great city, that was cloth in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come 
to naught; And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and 
as many trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried when they saw the smoke of her 
burning, saying, “What city is like unto this great city! 

V 19: And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, 
Alas, alas that great city, wherein were mad rich all that had ships in the sea by-
reason of her costliness [wealth]! for in one hour is she desolate [a wasteland]. 

V 20: Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God 
has avenged you on her.  

GOD HAS AVENGED YOU ON HER: 

     Now the merchants lament and cast dust as a sign of mourning and sorrow when 
judgment fall upon the great city, but when the poor and unfortunate were 
suffering while they were getting rich, they showed that mercy was far from them. 

    Therefore, God command the heaven and holy apostles and prophets to rejoice 
over her demise. God at last judges the Babylonian system, the wicked system of 
the world for its ill treatment of God’s people. This judgment here is the judgment 
for those who were martyred during the tribulation, see (Reader, Revelation 6: 9–
11; (Reader, Jeremiah 51: 47–49; Reader, Matthew 23: 33–39; Reader, Luke 11: 
45–52; Reader, Revelation 20: 1–3). Now until the Harlot is judge the Church will 
not be manifest itself on the earth. 

  



 

TO BE CONTINUED 

     What a change, wicked Babylon and the wicked world system is about to be 
judge and now the scene shifts, to heaven in verse 20, were rejoicing now begins.  
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