
THE PANORAMIC OVERVIEW OF REVELATION 
Revelation 4: 1 

   After this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, come 
up hither, and I will show thee things which must be here after. 

Vocabulary 

Panoramic - Comes from the root word “panorama” which speaks of a picture exhibiting a 
part at a time by being unrolled before the spectator. It’s an un-obstructed or complete view of 
an area in every direction; a comprehensive presentation of a subject with a mental picture of a 
series of images or events. 

OVERVIEW - An overview is a general survey or summery of a thing. 

REVELATION - The term “revelation” comes from the Greek word “apokalupto”, which 
literally means to unveil or uncover something that is concealed. In terms of theology, 
revelation is the “unveiling” or “uncovering” of who God is, who we are as human beings, and 
how God interacts with and in our world through general and special revelation. 

INTRODUCTION 

   When it comes to studying the book of Revelation, many factors come in to 
play such as Revelation contain four (4) basic visions that portray God at work in 
the world. 

1.   
Christ Strengthening the Church (1: 1 -  3: 22) 

II. Christ’s Judgment on Sin (4: 1 - 16: 21) 

III. Christ’s Victory over Evil (17: 1 - 21: 8) 

IV. Christ’s Ultimate Triumph (21: 9 - 22: 21) 

   As we have studied from the past few weeks how John opened his prophecy 
with a picture of the Glorified Christ who sought to strengthen the churches that 
faced persecution was the first vision (Revelation 1: 1 - 3: 22). However, the 
second (2) vision consist of; 

Divine Judgment (chapters 14 - 16) 

   In the text before us, John in his second vision discloses the divine judgment 



on the world of sin. In this section John described the sequences of judgment 
called seals (6: 1 - 8: 1), the trumpet sound (8: 7 - 11: 19), and the bowls (16: 
2-21) to show God’s work in pouring out his wrath and affliction on the world of 
sin.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
However, we see that John saw a door that open in heaven and was called up 
hither, then shown and told the things which will take place hereafter. So, the 
question before us is after what? Now interpreters disagree concerning the 
question of the place of the church in this section of Revelation. Some feel that 
the call to “Come up hither” represents the nature of the church. In this view the 
church is removed from the earth prior to the time of trial and affliction at the 
end known as the great tribulation. The church escapes the trials, afflictions, and 
outpouring of wrath during this time. Other interpreters feel that this section has 
images that suggest the church is present on earth but will not experience the 
wrath of God. 

   Now before we go any further there are four basic interpretational 
approaches when it comes to dealing with the Book of Revelation. 

# 1 – There is the “idealist or allegorical approach” that view the book as a 
symbolic presentation of the eternal struggle between good and evil, or between 
Christianity and anti-Christian paganism. 

# 2 – There is the “preterist approach” that see Revelation as describing simply 
the historical or contemporary events of John's day in symbolic form. 

# 3 – There is the “historical approach” that arose during the days of the 
Protestant Reformation, and understands the book to be presenting in symbolic 
form, the course of world history from the New Testament days through the 
return of Christ. For example in this view, the strong angel of chapter 10 
symbolizes the Reformation, and the harlot of (chapter 17) represents the Roman 
Catholic church. 

# 4 – There is the “futurist approach” that deals with (chapters 4 -22) as still 
future, presenting the judgments of the Tribulation Period, the return of Christ, 
the millennial kingdom, and the eternal state as to yet take place. 

   However, only (chapters 1–3) are in any sense historical. The nature of the 
church, according to many Premillennialist will occur before the scene describe in 



chapter 4 begins. Premillennialists believe that the Bible teaches that Christ will 
return to earth to establish a literal, messianic kingdom on the earth in fulfilment 
of the promises to Abraham, David, and the prophets. On the other hand, the 
Amillennalist, employ a dual hermeneutic interpretation and find no earthly reign 
of Christ either predicted in the Old or New Testament or realized in a thousand 
year kingdom. They also believe that Satan has already been bond by Christ (1 
Peter 5: 8) and will be imprisoned throughout the church age. 

   However, in lite of all that has been said, in chapter 2 and 3 we saw the Risen 
Christ walking in the mist of His seven churches on earth. Now the scene changes 
to Christ being given the right and authority to act as Judge of the earth. 

IN JEWISH THOUGHT THE DOOR THAT WAS OPEN FOR JOHN IN HEAVEN HAD 
TWO POSSIBILITIES 
 

1. It may be that he is thought of as already being in heaven, and the door is 
opening into still more holy parts in heaven, or 

2. It is much more likely that the door is from earth to heaven. 

   You see, the primitive Jews believed that the sky was a vast solid dome, set 
like a roof upon a square flat earth; and the idea here is that beyond the dome 
of the sky there is heaven, and a door is opened in that dome to enter heaven. 

   Therefore, looking back on what we have previously studied, the first three 
chapters here in the Book of Revelation provide us with three of the most 
important doors in life. 

THE FIRST DOOR INTO HEAVEN 

IS THE DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY. “Behold,” said Jesus to the Church of 
Philadelphia, “I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it” 
(Rev. 3: 8). This door was open to give us the greatest opportunity in the history 
of mankind, to seek the lost by taking the message of the gospel to the regions 
of the world.  God has set before every man his own door of opportunity 
(Reader, Matthew 22: 1 – 14). 

THE SECOND DOOR INTO HEAVEN 

IS THE DOOR INTO THE HUMAN HEART. “Behold,” said Jesus to the Church of 
Laodicea, “I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 



the door, I will come in tohim, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3: 
20). His knock at the door of every heart comes with a nail - pierced hand so 
that whosoever may answer might believe (Reader, John 8: 37–45). 

THE THIRD DOOR INTO HEAVEN 

IS THE DOOR OF REVELATION. “I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in 
heaven” (Rev, 4: 1a). God offers to every man the door which leads to the 
knowledge of God and life eternal. However, we must not forget that there is a 
path that we are required to ponder if we plan to arrive at the door of eternal 
life (Reader, Proverbs 4: 23 – 27). 

 

IN CONCLUSION 

   The Bible says, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in threat 
(Matthew 7: 13). 
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