
THE PANORMIC VIEW OF REVELATION 
Revelation 6: 9 - 11 

Part - 3 
 

    And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held 
(v. 9). And they cried with a loud voice, saying, how long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth (v. 
10). And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little season (a little while), until their fellow 
servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be 
fulfilled (v. 11). 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
    Once again as a reminder, the book of Revelation is a book which is full of 
symbols, signs, and wonders that were revealed to the Apostle John, while he 
was exiled and banished to an Island called Patmos (Rev. 1: 1 - 9). The Revelation 
that John received is both from Christ and about Christ which was given to Christ 
by God the Father, to give to John by way of an angel and from John to the seven 
churches. We have seen and discussed the characteristics of the horses and their 
riders released upon the world in stages of judgment upon the ungodly souls. 
      From the futuristic interpretation we gathered that the accounts that will 
take place [dealing with the first four seals] will take place during the seven years 
of tribulation. In the futuristic view of Christian eschatology, the tribulation is a 
relatively short period of time where anyone who chose not to follow God before 
the Rapture and was left behind [according to Pre-Tribulation doctrine] will 
experience worldwide hardships, disasters, famine, war, pain, and suffering, 
which will wipe out more than 75% of all life on the earth before the second 
coming take place. 
      As we can now see, the opening of the seals marked a progression during 
the tribulation period wherein the signs described by them followed in the exact 
same order as those Jesus spoke of in Mathew chapter 24. 
    
# 1 B The White Horse in 6: 1B2, and his rider represents, according to some is 
Christ starting his triumphal career, because he latter appears (in 19: 11). But to 
others the Anti-Christ (the deceiver of man) who inaugurates the seven years of 



the Great Tribulation, in parallel with (Matthew 24: 3 B 5). 
 
# 2 B The Fiery Red Horse in 6: 3 B 4, and his rider represents open warfare caused 
by the false peace of the rider on the white horse, in parallel with (Matthew 24: 
6). 
 
# 3 B The Black Horse in 6: 5 B 6, and his rider represents inflation and famine 
caused by the affects of large scale droughts, in parallel with (Matthew 24: 7 B 8), 
 
# 4 B The Pale Horse in 6: 7 B 8, and his rider represents as we know death and 
hell that followed, from the natural results of war, pestilence, and famine causing 
civilizations to collapse do to nations rising against nations, in parrallel with 
(Matthew 24: 7 B 8). 
 
    Therefore, at this point the fifth seal initiates a second series of seals unlike 
the first four, whose riders initiated destructive events. Here we encounter a 
vision of the souls of the martyrs, wherein historians have recorded several 
persecutions of the Church in its first 300 years, after the death of Christ. 
 
a. The persecution headed by (Nero, A. D. 64), in which most of Rome was 
destroyed by a great fire was believed to have been started by Nero. He was none 
for many executions, including his mother's and step-brother. It’s believed that 
he captured Christians, dipped them in oil, and set them on fire in his garden at 
night as a source of light. His reign was associated with tyranny and extravagance. 
 
b. The persecution headed by (Domitian, A. D. 96), was naturally inclined to 
cruelty. He first slew his brother and then persecuted Christians. In his rage, he 
put to death Roman senators, some through malice; and other just to confiscate 
their estates. He banished John to the island of Patmos and boiled many in oil, 
and 
 
c. The persecution headed by (Trajan, A. D. 98B117), commanded to have all 
Christians killed, if they refused to denounce Christianity and when they did he 
executed them anyway. 
 

     However, the fact that death reigned over Aa fourth part of the earth@ when 
the fourth seal was opened, the fifth seal became a probable result. In other 
words, the relationship between seals five, six, and seven points to the wrath of 
God. 



The martyrs cry in the 5th seal ask for it (Reader, Rev. 6: 9B10), the cosmic activity 
of the 6th seal announce it on the earth and in heaven (Reader, Matthew 24: 29 B 
31), and the 7th seal depicts it (Reader, Rev. 8: 1B2), because  it indicates the 
beginning of a further series of judgments. 
 
AT THE ALTER 
    And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held 
(v. 9). 
     This is the first of eight occurrences of the term altar in Revelation. 
According to Revelation, there are two distinct Aaltars@ represented in the Book 
of Revelation. The altar of incense is mentioned in Revelation 8: 5 and 9: 13. The 
altar of burnt offering is mentioned in Revelation 6: 9; 11: 1; and 16: 7. The altar 
of burnt offerings was located in the court of the priests. The alter of incense was 
located in the holy place. Therefore, the altar mentioned in Revelation 6: 8 is 
likely the altar of incense which may suggest why the souls Acry out with a loud 
voice.@ 
 
     The question is raised, why would these faithful souls be kept underneath 
this particular altar? They represent the martyrdom of Tribulation saints 
throughout the world (Reader, 11: 26B32). They will come to faith in Christ 
following the Rapture (Reader, Revelation 7: 9B17), and many will be killed by 
satanic opposition to their testimony of Christ. Though they plead for God's 
judgment on their unbelieving oppressors (the Anti-Christ and his followers), they 
are told to wait a little while longer. 
         

IN CONCLUSION 
 

     However, inasmuch as these individuals paid the ultimate sacrifice for God 
through (physical death), they are symbolically kept at the place nearest to God, 
the very place from which God receives fragrant aromas, the altar of incense. 
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