
“THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION” 
Revelation 16: 1 – 9 

INTRODUCTION: 

     In the past two weeks, we have dealt with an actual introductory chapter that 
set the stage for the seven vials to be poured out upon the earth. However, we read 
in Revelation chapter 15 verse 8, that the temple John saw was filled with smoke 
and the smoke represented the glory and presence of God’s power. And where 
ever God’s glory was manifested in His fulness, man was unable to abide in His 
immediate presence (Reader, Exodus 40: 34 – 35; Reader, 1 King 8: 10 - 11). 

     So here, just as the Glory of God kept man from entering into His Holy presence 
on earth due to his sinful nature, no man would be allowed to enter into heaven, 
until the judgement of the seven plagues of the seven angels are fulfilled. 

V. 1 – And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go 
your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. The time 
of intercession have past. God’s judgment will now be complete. The vials of the 
wrath of God represent the climax of God’s punishment of sinners during the 
tribulation period. Here no invitation of repentance is shown or offered. 

     God issues the command for the angels to begin pouring out the vials filled with 
His wrath upon the earth. 

     Now the emptying of the vials will take place rapidly in a very short period of 
time. And the judgments are somewhat parallel both to the 10 plagues on Egypt 
described in (Exodus chapters 7 – 12 and the trumpets in 8, 9). However, the vials 
are more universal in their effects than were the trumpets and target people 
directly. 

THE FIRST VIAL 

V. 2 – And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a 
noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and 
upon them which worshipped his image. The first vial produces a painful sore on 
all the followers of the beast, wherever they are. This plague parallels the boils of 
the 6th plague of the Egyptians (Reader, Exodus 9: 9 – 11) and those of Job (Reader, 
Job 2: 7 – 13). 



     Now because none repented prior to the opening of the vial and had chosen to 
worship the beast and who have received the mark are afflicted with sore on their 
bodies. The word “sore” literally means “an ulcer.” An ulcer can be an open, 
running, ulcerated place on the skin. 

     However, they are called “noisome.” The word means that they are “of a bad 
nature, troublesome, injurious.” It appears that they are very “annoying, painful, 
and agitating.” And at the time of the unleashing of these plagues their well be no 
healing medications available. No doubt the greatest medical minds of the age will 
do their best to find a cure, but they will certainly fail. 

     Just like the sore of sin is rotting to the inside of man. The sore on the outside 
from these ulcers, is a sign of rottenness on the inside. God is clearly revealing the 
condition of these lost sinners. He is putting on display the corruption of their 
hearts through the corruption in their bodies. These people have rejected God and 
His Christ. And they must face Him in judgment. Just as it was for those people in 
Egypt, the boils only afflicted the enemies of God. 

THE SECOND VIAL 

V. 3 – And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as 
the blood of a dead man: and every living soul [creature] died in the sea. The 
second vial turns the entire sea to blood, and produces the death of all sea life. Like 
the blood of a dead man it has coagulated [stiffen]. Now in Revelation 8: 8 – 9, 
when the second trumpet judgment took place, only one-third of the ocean was 
affected and here it is worldwide disaster. 

     The impact of this on an economy and environment will be devastating 
throughout the entire world. Not only will food supplies be drastically affected, but 
also will commerce and shipping. However, one by one, God is tearing done all that 
man needs to survive and for so long took it for granted. 

THE THIRD VIAL 

V. 4 – 7, And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of 
waters; and they became blood (v. 4).  And I heard the angel of the waters say, 
Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and was, and shalt be, because though hast 
judged thus (v. 5). For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou 
hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy (v. 6). And I heard another 



out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments (v. 7). Now when this vial is poured out, the fresh water sources of this 
world is affected and stricken. Once again, the waters are become like blood, 
however, this is not the blood of the martyrs which have been slain by the forces 
of the Antichrist. But the blood of those who have followed the Antichrist.  

     When this plague takes place, the angels begin to praise God for His wisdom in 
sending the judgment. In other words, the principle of reaping what you sow is 
being implemented (Reader, Galatians 6:  7 – 10). Therefore, the righteousness of 
God is shown simply because the beast and his followers have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets.. 

 

IN CONCLUSION 

     You see, the world for generation after generations have been guilty of 
murdering God’s people and now the righteous children of God are being given 
blood to drink in return. As another angel in verse 7 pronounce, the righteous 
nature of God’s judgments. We find it hard to comprehend, why would anyone 
make a choice to defiantly reject God’s up until the point of no return, but many 
people hearts are so hard, and they will do just that. 
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