
“THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION” 
Revelation 14: 13 

     And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and that their works do follow them. 

INTRODUCTION 

     Now that we have discovered in verse 12, that the word “perseverance” was 
used by John to encourage the believers in his time to continue to following Christ 
regardless of their trails. We must learn to persevere just as well, because the 
assurance of God’s enemies is the basis for the tribulation believers to make a stand 
during the judgement of God upon the wicked. Therefore, up until the day that 
Christ return, we must continue to persevere in serving and spreading the word of 
God (Reader, Ephesians 6: 16 – 19, Reader 2 Timothy 4: 1 – 5), in keeping our eyes 
on Jesus (Reader, Hebrew 12: 1 – 2), and in hopeful perseverance (Reader, 
Colossians 1: 11 – 12). 

    However, God in the 13th verse now place his spotlight on the assured blessings 
of the faithful. In spite, of the terrors they endured during the Tribulation Period, 
in spite of the threats of the Antichrist the believers encountered they remained 
faithful unto death. 

    So here in v. 13 we find; 

#1 - THE FIRST BLESSING AND REWARED OF THE FAITHFUL (V. 13) 

     John said, “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.” From a worldly perspective, the 
believe gave up everything for their faith in Jesus Christ. They went as far as to 
suffer, starve, and without shame endured probably unspeakable hardship that 
one could even imagine. They probably were forced to watch their children shot 
down like a dog, and many unspeakable things, because they would not denounce 
Jesus as their personal savior.  

     The Apostle Paul, told Timothy, during the time of his trails “For I am now ready 
to be offered u, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth, there is laid up 



for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” 
(2 Timothy 4: 6 – 8). So, what the Apostle Paul, new and believed about his future 
reward in heaven, John tells us, and all that are saved in this verse about ours. 

A. First, he says, the people who die in and for Jesus are “blessed.” Now the word 
“blessed” has the thought of being happy. And it means to be “supremely blessed, 
fortunate, or well.” In which that can only mean that they who die in the Lord simply 
check out of a horrible, hellish, and unfriendly world for a better place. 

B. Secondly, we have often heard it said, when a believer dies, “Well, they are better 
off.” Which is so true! Paul knew this truth, because he said, “For I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better” 
(Philippians. 1:23). So, death, for the Saints of God is not the horrible monster we have 
made it out to be! It is nothing more than a doorway that allows us to step out of time and 
into eternity! It is a portal that allows us to leave this land of death and step into that land 
of life. Death, for the child of God, is not a grinning devil; it is a smiling friend that comes 
to usher us home into the waiting arms of our Savior! 

#2 -  THE SECOND BLESSING AND REWARED OF THE FAITHFUL (V. 13) 

     Now there is no comparison between what we have in this world and what will be ours 
when we get home to glory! Therefore, this verse touches on the second and third of the 
blessings that the saints who survive the horrors of the Tribulation will enjoy. And that’s 
why the Apostle Paul said in (Reader, 2 Corinthians 4: 17 – 18). Paul, He knew, then 
not to grow weary in well doing, for you shall reap if you faint not. 

     So, John said, “Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and 
that their works do follow them. 

A.  The Saved Will Rest From Their Labors – The word “labour” does not refer to the 
act of working, but to the weariness that comes from working. The word literally means “a 
beating; grief; sorrow; trouble”. It can be used to speak of “beating the breast out of 
sorrow”. The idea here is of the soldier who has fought in the campaign battles and have 
grown weary and are in need of some R&R, realization and rest. Yes, the saints before 
us, gave their all and all for Jesus while they were here on earth and all they got in return 
was weariness of the flesh, grief and sorrow. But now, they can go into the presence of 
the Lord to rest (Reader, Hebrews 4: 1 - 3). 



     The word “rest” spoken of here means “to cease from one’s labor in order to 
recover and collect strength”. It speaks of being in a state of “refreshment”. It is a fact 
that God’s faithful servants get tired and grow weary, but there is coming a day of rest, 
retirement and refreshment, if we faint not. 

B.  The Saved Will Be Rewarded For Their Labors – We are told that “their works do 
follow them.” In other words, their labor for the Lord in those dark days was not in vain! 
God saw everything that they did for His glory and He rewards them for it all, as He will 
us. That is how it will be for the children of God one day. We will stand in His presence 
and He will reward us for the things He allowed us to do for His glory (Reader, 1 
Corinthians 3: 10 – 15).  

      He saved us by His grace. He gave us His Spirit. And anything which we have ever 
done for Him has been because He enabled us to do it. Yet, He is going to reward us on 
the notable day. Then we will cast down our crowns at His feet and we will praise Him for 
His grace and salvation, Rev. 4:9-11.  

INCONCLUSION 

     Many of you might have grown weary in the battle today. I know it gets hard to live for 
Jesus in a world that does not care about Him. And it gets hard to maintain a standard 
holiness in a godless world. However, every time you feel a little weak, just remind 
yourself, that He that is in me is greater than he that is of this world (1 John 4: 4). 
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