
“THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION” 
Revelation 15: 1- 4 

     And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God (v. 1). And I saw as it 
were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over 
the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God (v. 2). And they sing the 
song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and 
marvelous are thy ways, Lord God Almighty, just and true are thy ways, thou King 
of saints (v. 3). Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glory thy name? for thou only 
art holy: for all nations, shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments 
are made manifest (v. 4). 

INTRODUCTION 

     Now from what we discovered from last week study, was that in chapter 14 
verses (14 – 16) depict Christ as the Judge of the harvest and God the Father who 
symbolize the judge of the grape harvest in verses (17 – 20). The sickles 
represented the agents and means through which the judgment was being 
implemented. The clusters of the vine of the earth represented the unbelievers of 
the earth, those that followed and worshipped the beast in (vs. 8 – 11). The 
winepress of the wrath of God gave us a pictorial view of the violence and intensity 
of God’s coming judgment on the earth (Reader, Zechariah 14: 1 – 4). 

     So, here in chapter 15 we literally encounter the preparation of the vial 
judgments. The vial judgments are believed to follow a pattern of warfare as men 
of war and warfare would better understand. In warfare, there is the initial 
encounter, then the intensive assault, and finally the consummating blows.  

     However, undoubtedly, these vial judgments will take place in the last stages of 
the Great Tribulation in a very brief period of time, [rapid and severe]. 

THE WRATH OF GOD (v. 1) 

     The purpose of the Great Tribulation is judgment. It is not for the purifying of 
the church as some may believe, because at this point the church has already been 
raptured. The wrath of God began with the seven seals [in chapter 6], and will 



continue until the vial judgments are complete [in chapter 19: 1 – 2]. Here, in 
chapter (15: 7) the angels are preparing to pour out the wrath of God. 

V. 1 -   And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God (v. 1). This is the third 
time in Revelation that John introduces a sign. The first was the image of a woman 
that represented Israel (Rev. 12: 1). The second one was Satan in the form of a 
dragon (Rev. 12: 3), and the third one is the angels of destruction having the seven 
final plagues right here in (Rev. 15: 1). These angels are given seven vials [seven 
bowls] which are the seven last plagues and they are the last plagues to be visited 
upon the earth. They will be used to destroy and bring an end to all that oppose 
God in the last three years of the Great Tribulation through a series of cyclical 
events of the most severe of the seven judgments, leading to the end of humanity 
as we know it. 

THE SEAS OF GLASS MINGLED WITH FIRE (v. 2) 

     It was stated by John in (Revelation 10: 7), that the mystery of God was finished, 
but no details were given. However, they are now being revealed to us in chapters 
(15 – 16), by way of fearful judgments, plagues, and the sea of glass mingled with 
fire. 

V. 2 - And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had 
gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over 
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God (v. 2). 

     We see before judgment takes place, that John saw a host of victors with the 
harps of God. They are the ones which John saw and spoke about in (Revelation 
14: 2 – 3). They are those who have triumphed over the beast of the sea and of the 
earth in (Revelation 13). Those who refused to take the mark of the beast and have 
paid the supreme price to enter into the presence of the Lord, as the scripture saith, 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them” (Revelation 
14: 13). 

     Notice that John, did not say that the sea was glass, but “as it were a sea of 
glass.” It resembled the sea of glass describe in (Revelation 4: 6), which was like 
unto crystal, but this one was mingled with fire. It is believed that the sea of glass 



mingled with fire represents wrath and judgment of God against all that is evil in 
the world. Others believe that the “glassy sea” mixed with fire represents the 
frightful persecution by the beast during the Great Tribulation Period. This is the 
period of time, as we have seen, were no man could by or sale unless they have the 
mark of the beast. 

THEY THAT STOOD ON THE SEA OF GLASS (v. 2) 

     Even though those days were difficult, John saw a company of people standing 
on the sea of glass and their position indicated that they obtain victory. They were 
those who had triumphed over the beast (the Antichrist), and all that he stood for 
in his corrupt system. They are those that refused to bow down to Satan, receive 
the mark, or worship his image, and chose persecution and martyrdom. They are 
the tribulation saints that chose death rather than a life governed and ruled by 
Satan (Reader, Revelation 12: 11 – 12). 

     The martyrs were victorious over their conflict with the False Prophet, the 
Antichrist and Satan, because their victory rested in the very fact that they died as 
believers of God in Christ, is what made them conquerors. If they had remained 
alive by yielding to the beast and worshipping Satan, they would have been, 
defeated. In the same token, we are to stand against the wiles of the devil (Reader, 
Ephesians 6: 10 – 17).  

THEY SONG OF MOESES AND THE LAMB (v. 3) 

     If the tribulation Saints, can endure such hardship and come out singing praises 
unto our God after all that they would go through, we ought to have a song in our 
hearts regardless of our circumstances, which would be simply a light affliction 
compared to what they had to go through to receive salvation. 

V. 3 - And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy ways, Lord God Almighty, just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints (v. 3). Here we find a two-fold song, the song of 
Moses and of the Lamb. We know that in (Exodus 15), that Moses and the people 
of Israel broke out with a song of victory, and deliverance at the Red Sea. Now the 
song of the Lamb, is sung at the sea of glass in celebration of the martyr’s ultimate 
deliverance by God from the power of Satan. The song of Moses told the story of 
how God marvelously brought the people of out bondage and slavery, and the sung 



of the Lamb tells how the Lamb called us out of the power of darkness into His 
marvelous light (Reader, 1 Peter 2: 9), and translated us from the power of 
dankness into the kingdom of his Son (Reader, Collisions 1: 12 – 14). However, on 
the other hand, both songs deal with the redeemed of God commemorating the 
Lord God and the Lamb for the execution of our enemies, the expectation of the 
saints, and the exultation of the Lord.  The song celebrates and extols God’s 
sovereign power, his providential power, and power to uphold everything in 
creation. 

WHO SHALL NOT FEAR (v.4) 

     It is without doubt, that the judgment to be poured from these vials are beyond 
what we may call horrible. Word or thoughts cannot describe the pain, the woe, 
the anguish, or the misery that the unbelievers will encounter, but the judgment of 
God is just and righteous (Reader, Psalm 24: 1 – 6). 

V. 4 - Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glory thy name? for thou only art holy: 
for all nations, shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made 
manifest (v. 4). The song anticipates the full blessedness of Christ coming and reign 
on earth when all nations will worship Him in the millennial Kingdom. He will reign 
because He is the King of saints, as well as the King of Kings, and that’s why all 
believer will sing “Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” 

THY JUDGMENTS ARE MADE MANIFEST (v. 4) 

     God intend for the believer and unbelievers to understand that His judgment of 
the world is certain. Now there are two things about the vile judgments which are 
different from the seal and trumpet judgments. The throne in heaven is the source 
of the seal and trumpet judgments. But here the temple (in verse 5), is the source 
of the vials. Therefore, the temple now takes the place of the throne in the vial 
judgments, which are filled with the wrath of God, in His holy and righteous 
character. Who shall be able to stand! 

INCONCLUSION 

     It a fact, that if we continue to trust in Christ, we will receive the crowns that are 
due to us and our reward which is promised. But while we are looking forward to 
the blessed hope, we need to share what we know to the unsaved. 
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