
“THE PANORAMIC VIEW OF REVELATION” 
Revelation 16: 17 – 21 

     And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great 
voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, it is done (v. 17). And 
there were voices, and thunders, and lightings; and there was a great earthquake, 
such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so 
great (v. 18). And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
nation’s fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give the 
wine of the fierceness of his wrath (v. 19). And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found (v. 20). And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God 
because of the plague thereof was exceeding great (V. 21). 

INTRODUCTION 

     Now in our previous study, we discussed the pouring out of the sixth vial 
judgment by the sixth angel. And how instrumental the activity of God is in playing 
apart in gathering the ungodly nations and kingdoms to battle against God (Reader, 
Revelation 16: 12 – 14). “And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet.”  The demons mention in verses 13 – 14 by John, are miracle 
working demons which come from the unholy trinity, that will seek to unite the 
rulers of the world for the final battle against God.  

    They are spirits of demons, performing signs clarifies the capability of these 
demons and they will put forth and all-out effort to accomplish their objective. In 
verse 12, John moves from the first discussion about the kings of the east which 
indicates that this gathering will begin in the east and spread throughout the world 
(Reader, Revelation 16: 12 – 14) for the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

    However, though these things to come are certain. John is told by Jesus to tell 
us, “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is he that watched and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked and see his shame” (Revelation 16: 15). However, 
this verse is often misinterpreted and referenced to the Rapture, when it speaks of 
being prepared and ready for Jesus return. It is certain that the Jews, understood it 
as the punishment awarded to a temple guard, if found sleep while on post. If the 



captain of the guards came at a time and saw that the guard was sleep he would 
punish them severely or set their clothes on fire. 

    The point is, the Lord will suddenly appear and the unprepared will suffer 
severally. As we have witness from the context of the bowl judgment, which reveals 
the gathering of “the kings of the whole world” for the war of the great day of God, 
the Almighty.” It is clearly a warning to stay awake, alert, and keep on your 
garments of righteousness at all cost. 

     So, in continuation to bringing an end to what God has divinely set in order as a 
means of cleansing this world of all that is evil and of the Devil. The seventh vial is 
poured out upon the earth. 

v. 17 - And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a 
great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, it is done. The 
seventh vial produces the destruction of Babylon, the Great City. Now we know 
that literally this has already taken place, to some degree through King Cyrus, a 
Servant of God (Reader, Isaiah 44: 24 – 28; Reader, Isaiah 45: 1 – 5). Babylon, has 
long held a place in the Abrahamic religions as a symbol of excess and dissolute 
power. Many references are made to Babylon in the Bible, both literally (historical) 
and allegorically as well as New Testament apocalyptic references. When called the 
Whore of Babylon, so John is speaking more likely in a figurative, or cryptic 
reference to the pagan Empire of Rome. 

     Now at the time Babylon was a world center for idol worship and was both an 
evil city and immoral empire. When Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem they 
ransacked it and carried away the people of Judah as captives (2 Kings 25 and 2 
Chronicles 36). So, just as the Babylonians were the Jews worst enemy, the Roman 
Empire was the worst enemy of the early Christians. It is believed by scholars that 
John did not openly speak against the Roman Empire, so he applied the name 
Babylon to refer to the enemy of God’s people. 

POUR OUT HIS VIAL INTO THE AIR 

   The phrase into the air, refers to the domain of Satan as prince of the power of 
the air (Ephesians 2: 2). Though cast out of the highest heaven in his pre-time 
rebellion against God (Isaiah 14). Satan has had access to the second heaven. When 
he is bond for a thousand years and cast down to the earth after he is released from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whore_of_Babylon


prison, it will be his complete banishment from the heavenly spheres, giving him 
unlimited activity over the earth until he’s cast into the lake of fire. This will take 
place through the authority and authorization of God and in keeping with his 
holiness, adminstered directly from the throne of God in heaven. 

IT IS DONE 

   The phrase it is done, shows that with the pouring out of this 7th vial and the 
return of Christ Himself, refer to the judgments described in chapters 17 through 
18 and shows why the statement it is done, is so profound. Because God has begun 
to punctuate and complete His wrath with a devastating earth quake upon the evil 
inhibitor’s, nations, and kingdoms of the earth. 

  It is done does not indicate a final judgment. The 7th bowl judgment completes 
God’s wrath not the final judgment of the rebellion at the end of the Millennium 
immediately following the second coming of Christ.  So, it is done can be 
understood to say, the judgment that God has handed out was done and will 
remain done. 

v. 18 -  And there were voices, and thunders, and lightings; and there was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great. The flashing and lightning and sounds and peals of 
thunder are signs of sever cosmic activity that affects the inhibitors of earth. The 
peaceful conditions are no more. This quake is said to be like no other and cannot 
be compared to any other in all human history. 

v. 19 - And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nation’s 
fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give the wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath. This tremendous earthquake destroys the great city and 
the cities nations and the cup symbolizes the wrath of God. The city was split in 
three parts. Most scholars agree that this particular city is Jerusalem, because 
Jerusalem is identified in (Revelation 11: 8). 

    The reason why the city was split in three parts is not stated. However, the 
Prophet Zechariah declared 13: 8, “It will come about in all the land [of Israel], 
declares the Lord, that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will 
be left in it.” He also said, “that God will leave a remnant of his people in 
Jerusalem when the nations gather to destroy it” (Zechariah 14: 2). But he will 



deliver his people just prior to the battle by making away for them to escape 
(Zechariah 14: 5). 

v. 20 - And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. It is not 
completely clear what John was speaking about here. It come be a symbolic 
reference to people in high place or literal mountains. However, it is certain that 
they were no more and ceased to exist. The powerful earthquake radically alter  all 
of earth inhabitance preparing it for the coming millennial kingdom of Christ 
(Reader, Revelation 6: 12 – 14).  

 v. 21 - And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the 
weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague thereof was 
exceeding great (V. 21). The heaviest weight of hell fall that a normal man could 
carry was believed to be about 75 lbs. The world had begun to have atmospheric 
convulsion unlike ever none or seen before. This would cause unprecedented 
damage and death like never, before. 
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