
THE PANORAMIC OVERVIEW OF REVELATION 

Revelation 6: 1 – 17 

Part 1 - THE SEALS 

     And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the 
noise of thunder, one of the four Beast saying, Come and see (v. 1). And I saw, and 
behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer (v. 2). 

INTRODUCTION 

     With chapter 6 begins the account of the events that take place on the earth 
during the seven years of tribulation. The seals represent the beginning of Christ=s 
judgment upon the earth. The Futurist interpreters believe that these events begin 
immediately after the rapture of the church (Revelation 4: 1). The sequence of the seals 
marks a progression during the tribulation period. It is interesting to note that these 
signs follow in the exact same order as the signs that Jesus spoke of in (Matthew 24: 4 
B 31). The purpose of the Tribulation period is to punish unbelievers for their sin and 
rejection of Christ and to bring the remnant (Israel) to faith in Christ. 

      As each of the seven seals is broken and opened, a new terror falls upon the 
earth. The horses and their riders stand for great destructive forces which are in the 
times before the end to be dispatched against the evil world by the holy wrath of God. 
John sees these forces in terms of actual events in the world. The first terror is depicted 
under the form of a white horse and its rider. 

THE WHITE HORSE 

      The first seal initiates the worldwide conquest by the false messiah, the 
Antichrist [For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive 
many]. He will be the final Gentile world ruler (Reader, Revelation 13: 1 B 7). It has been 
taught by some that the rider on the white horse is the victorious Christ himself. This 
conclusion is drawn because this picture is connected by some commentators with that 
in (Revelation 19: 11 B 12). Which tells of a white horse and on it a rider, called Faithful 
and Truth and is crowned with many crowns, who is the victorious Christ. 

      But the rider here is the Antichrist who inaugurates the seven years of the Great 
Tribulation. And even though it is not open war at the time B war does begin at the 
opening of the second seal. Whereas, just as Satan presents himself as an angel of light 
according to (2 Corinthians 11: 14), so does the Antichrist present’s himself first as the 
picture of goodness. AAs Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 



unto him privately, saying, tell us when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign 
of thy coming, and the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them, take 
heed (watch out) that no man deceive you@ (Matthew 24: 3 B 4). 

HE WHO SAT ON IT 

They have two striking similarities: 

1. Riding the White Horse B Both ride upon a white Horse indicating victory (Rev. 6: 2; 
Rev. 19: 11). 

2. Wearing a Crown B Both wear a crown (Rev. 6: 2; Rev. 19: 12) though Christ wears 
multiple crowns. 

3. Overcome B Both are victorious in their pursuits (Rev. 6: 2; John 16: 33; Rev. 17: 14). 
 
      In light of related passages, it seems best to understand this rider as 
representing a movement which ultimately points to the one Jesus described (Reader, 
John 5: 42B45). To an unsuspecting world the Antichrist will look like the Messiah, the 
political savior of mankind, yet he is a deceiver. Although there will be numerous false 
messiahs up until the time appointed, none as convincing and successful as the final one 
documented here. 

THE BOW 

      The bow is a symbol representing strength throughout the Bible (Job 29: 20; 
Ezekiel 39: 3. Some understand the mention of a bow, and not arrows are an indication 
of the Antichrist initial deception by peace and agreement (Reader, Daniel 9: 27). Riding 
the white war horse with a bow in his hand and no arrow fitted to it, symbolize 
bloodless victories. Like Epiphanes before him, he came in peaceably and seized the 
kingdom then acted deceitfully (Reader, Daniel 11: 21B23). 
TH CROWN 

      The crown [stephanos], is generally used of a victor's crown or wreath, but not 
here in this case. The teaching here is that this crown, being a Astephanos@ and not a 
Adiadema@ indicates that this crown upon the rider cannot be Christ. It is to be noted 
that the crown revealed in this passage is absolutely different from that in Revelation 
19, because the crown here is Astephanos@, which is the victor's crown; but in Revelation 
19 it is the Adiadema@ which is the royal crown. Therefore, what the passage is allowing 
us to see is a picture of coming disaster upon disaster and to place Christ here as the 
victor would be totally out of place. Certainly, the white horse and its rider represent 
conquest in war. When a Roman General celebrated a triumph victory, they paraded 
through the streets with their spoils riding in a chariot with white horses, as a symbol 
of victory. 



THE RESTRAINER 

     Now the restrainer has been taken out of the way so that the Antichrist, the son 
of perdition, might be revealed in his own time (2 Thessalonians 2: 6 B 8). He is the one 
who will be destroyed with the breath of the mouth of the Lord (Revelation 19: 20). The 
Church is believed to have already been taken up. 

 

INCONCLUSION 

   It is clear that the Four Horsemen of the ApocalypseCthe first four sealsCparallel 
Jesus prophecy in Matthew 24:4-8, which ends with the words, "All these are the 
beginning of sorrows." Our Savior is letting us know that deception, violence, scarcity, 
and disease are only preludes to the catastrophic events of the last days. 
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